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How is Bridge Housing different from 
traditional shelters?
Bridge housing offers more support than traditional 
shelters. Spaces are not offered on a fi rst come, 
fi rst served basis. Instead, the opportunity to 
live in bridge housing is more often based on the 
vulnerability level of the individual person, with the 
most vulnerable prioritized. Vulnerability factors 
include mental health diagnoses, physical disability 
and length of homelessness.

Who does Bridge Housing help?
People of different ages, backgrounds, cultures 
and education levels who are struggling to fi nd 
stable housing. Bridge housing helps people and 
families who have experienced homelessness for 
extended periods of time as well as people who are 
experiencing an emergency such as a job loss.

Why is Bridge Housing needed?
While ending homelessness requires more permanent 
housing solutions, temporary housing is still 
necessary to help people who cannot immediately be 
connected to a home. Bridge housing provides a safe 
place for single individuals and families to stay, but 
also serves as a place to offer supportive services to 
help with residents’ long-term housing needs. 

Are there operational standards for 
Bridge Housing?
Bridge housing is run by a professionally trained staff 
who have deep experience working with vulnerable 
populations who lack stable housing. There is a set 
of standards that residents must adhere to which 
often includes respect for fellow residents and staff, 
as well as a curfew to ensure that residents are back 
at the building each night.

Bridge housing provides a temporary place to live for single individuals and families 
while they are supported to secure a permanent home. 

People are connected to bridge housing through a government agency or a nonprofi t organization. 
They stay in bridge housing for an average of three to six months 

while being matched to a permanent home. 

For more information contact Frank Romero-Crockett at FRomero@unitedwayla.org.


